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CRS social worker wins lifetime achievement award at state 
conference 

A Tuscaloosa social worker recently won the 2008 Lifetime Achievement Award at the Alabama Conference of 
Social Work in Perdido. 
 
Barbara S. Hankins, whose social work career began in 1979, is a district supervisor for Children’s 
Rehabilitation Service ( CRS ), a division of the Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services ( ADRS ). She 
oversees the CRS offices in Tuscaloosa and Selma.  
 
"I am humbled by this recognition from social workers across the state,” Hankins said. “I have been blessed to 
have mentors who have inspired, guided and encouraged me to be passionate about life and passionate about 
the people who will be influenced by my actions.” 
 
Before ADRS , Hankins worked for several organizations, including the West Alabama District Health 
Department, the Jefferson County Department of Human Resources and the Alabama Department of Public 
Health. She also worked as an assistant professor with the Pediatric Pulmonary Center at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and an adjunct faculty member with both Troy University and the University of 
Alabama. 
 
She joined CRS as a social worker in 1990. She became a supervisor in 1991 and a statewide social work 
program liaison in 1993. In 2001, Hankins assumed responsibility of a critical agency initiative, the Pediatric 
Traumatic Brain Injury Program. In 2003, she conducted another special project when she coordinated a two-
day training for CRS staff on transporting children with special health care needs. She has been a district 
supervisor in Tuscaloosa and Selma since 2004.  
 
The award was presented to her by Wanda Ross, care coordination specialist for CRS , at the conference’s 
“Facing Life’s Challenges: Together We Can” Awards Luncheon. 
 
“Ms. Hankins continues to be a valued, conscientious ADRS employee and child advocate dedicated to the 
mission of enabling all children and youth with disabilities to achieve their maximum potential,” Ross said. “She 
has spent her career working to ensure access to quality services and social work care.” 
 
The Alabama Department of Rehabilitation Services is the state agency whose mission is to enable Alabama’s 
children and adults with disabilities to achieve their maximum potential.  

 


